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1. TOURNAMENT PROGRAM:

     There will be six (6) regular qualifying (point) tournaments per year.

     The top 6 anglers will compete in the New Jersey Bass Federation (NJBF) state championship.

     The top 6 highest finishing anglers (By total weight) will receive plaque awards at the end of the year.

     The highest finishing angler will receive a “Mr./Ms. Bass” plaque award at the end of the year.

     The highest finishing GB rookie* will receive a “Rookie of the Year” award at the end of the season.

 * (Rookie Defined: Any person who has never participated in a GB Points tournament before.)

2. WHO MAY COMPETE:
    (A)  Any GB member sixteen (16) years of age. (Under age eighteen [18] must have written approval of parent or guardian)

    (B)  Anyone not previously banned from competition by GB or NJBF. (Unless reinstated).
    (C)  Is a member of TBF, Inc. and FLW.

    (D)  Not be a member in another TBF, Inc. Chapter. 


3. ENTRY FEE:

     The entry fee for a one-day tournament shall be determined by the GB Board of Directors (BOD). The optional lunker  

     pool for each tournament will be due with the entrance fee. NO REFUNDS will be given to persons entering and 

     unable to attend the tournament unless written notification is given to the Tournament Director (TD) by 4:00 PM on  

     the Tuesday before the tournament. There will be NO REFUNDS of Team Tournament fees or monies. Only cash 

     will be accepted for payment. Club tournament fees are to be paid at the regular Tuesday meeting prior to 

     tournament day (or any meeting expressly held for this purpose). A late fee of five dollars ($5.00) will be assessed to  

     any member not paying entry fee at the meeting, and all tournament fees, including this late fee, must be IN CASH 

     only.

4. PARTICIPANTS:

    (A) All members intending to participate in GB point tournaments will attend the meeting prior, or call in with their 

          intentions by the day of the meeting to the Tournament Director primarily, otherwise a BOD member can take and  

          deliver the message on meeting night. Entry fees must be received by the TD and or BOD members at or before the 

           meeting, or prior to the tournament. Late entries not accepted. If you register as a boater you must send a copy of 

          current valid boat insurance policy.

    (B) Guests/Observers: Non-members of GB may be permitted to fish if brought to the meeting prior to the point  

          tournament. The guests name will be placed in the random draw (unless the addition alters the boater/non-boater 

             ratio detrimentally) and pays all entry and expense fees. The guest is not permitted to participate in the GB Yearly  

          5-Lb. Lunker Pool nor shall accrue points in the GB club standings.

5. OFF LIMITS:

      Each point tournament site will be closed the one (1) day preceding each tournament (Midnight to Midnight of 

      Tournament Day). The only exception for fishing tournament waters the day before shall be if a GB member has
      a scheduled and verifiable alternate trail tournament on those waters, and one (1) week notice of such tournament 

      is made to the TD. Violations of this rule will be cause for disqualification for that GB tournament.

6. BOATER AND RIDER:
      It is the responsibility of both BOATER and RIDER to contact each other prior to the tournament day, especially if 

      the draw/assigned partner in NOT in attendance at the meeting prior. It is also their same responsibility to meet prior  

      to boat launch to assist in the tournament day launching procedure.
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7. TOURNAMENT BRIEFING:
      All tournament contestants will be briefed on official information pertaining to that specific tournament, at the 

      regularly scheduled GB meeting prior to the tournament. Information such as: Off-Limits, staging areas, flight times, 

      etc. will be stated at such meetings. 

8.  BOAT OPERATION AND EXPENSES:

       (A)  A full discussion must be held between the two partners prior to launch as to the fishing schedule, the operation  

             of the boat, and tournament expenses (Gas, oil, launch fee, etc.) and shall be mutually agreed upon between 

             owner and rider.
       (B) Any contestants found operating the boat in an obvious or deliberate manner to handicap his partner, or in the 

             safe operation of the boat, shall be disqualified. All contestants must have a discussion prior to take off 

             concerning safe and responsible operation of the boat or any physical limitations one party may have that could 

             hinder the normal operation of the boat.

       (C) All Boat Owners/ Operators must have a Coast Guard Certificate in his/her possession. Boat owners may refuse 

             operation of the front trolling motor to any contestant without a CG Certificate in his/her possession.
9. BOAT INSPECTION:

      Boat inspection will end one (1) half (1/2) hour prior to start time or at the discretion of the TD and will take place at 

      the tournament location.

        Boat Inspection Procedures:

        A. Each participant MUST wear a Coast Guard approved life vest ANYTIME the gas motor is running.

        B. Live wells must be large enough to hold two (2) limits of fish, and fully operational.

        C. Show that your engine horsepower does not exceed Coast Guard rating plate on the boat.

        D. Have a boat at least fourteen (14) feet in length.

                After you pass inspection, you will proceed immediately to the official staging area. 
                As blast off begins, late penalties shall begin (See Late Penalties, Rule #17).
10. LATE ARRIVALS:

      The TD will reserve from the close of boat check until fifteen (15) minutes before the start of the tournament to make  

      last minute changes or alterations. Late arrivals who fail to make the boat check deadline will forfeit their boat number  

      and be placed at the back of the starting field. There will be a fifteen (15) minute grace period after the start of the  

      tournament where a late arrival must report to the TD or his officials to check in, explain lateness, and then be allowed 

      to fish only at the TD’s discretion.

11. TOURNAMENT HOURS AND TAKE OFF:

      All tournaments will start and end at the time at the time previously designated by the TD regardless of the weather or  

      arrival time of the contestants. The GB TD may amend the launch and/or return time in the event of fog or bad 

      weather, and boats will take off with a five (5) MPH restriction, which if not adhered to shall be cause for automatic 
      disqualification for that and future GB tournaments.

12. PAIRING CONTESTANTS:

      (A) All contestants shall be paired with a partner by random drawing at the meeting prior to the tournament. No  

            contestants will be paired for two (2) consecutive point tournaments. If such a pairing occurs, a new riders name 

            shall be drawn at once.

      (B) It is the responsibility of the two paired contestants to contact each other prior to the tournament.

            (See #6 BOATER AND RIDER Rules) 

      (C) CLOSED SEASON ONLY: (April 15- June 15)

            1. No contestant shall participate in any GB point tournament without a partner in closed season.

            2. If a boater is without a draw partner, a guest/observer shall be acquired and placed in that boat.

Continued on Page 3
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     (D)   In the event that there are more riders than boaters in the draw during the season, the member(s) with the least  

             amount of seniority of membership time will be placed on standby until an additional boat(s) can be acquired. If no   

             additional boats are available by six (6) o’clock PM prior to the launch time; the rider shall not compete.

     (E)   All GB Boat Owners and Riders who have committed to the tournament drawing must contact and inform the TD  

             BY six (6) o’clock PM prior to the launch time that they are unable to attend and compete in the draw tournament, 

             so their partner can be notified and subsequent arrangements can be made thereafter. Unless there is a verifiable  

             emergency situation beyond the members’ control and reported as soon as possible, penalties for not informing 

             the TD by six (6) o’clock PM prior to the launch time with no verifiable emergency conditions, will be:

               1. GB Boaters:  A six (6) lb. penalty deducted from their current standings.

                                        Three (3) lbs. will be added to the draw partners tournament weight if competition slot is lost.

               2. GB Riders:    A three (3) lb. penalty deducted from their current standings.

                                        Three (3) lbs. will be added to the draw partners tournament weight if competition slot is lost.

13. SCORING:

     (A)  Contestants will proceed to the weigh-in area in boat number order to be called by the TD, with their days catch in  

            a weigh-in bag only. Scoring will be determined by the total weight, and the tournament winner will be determined 

            by highest total weight. 
     (B)  Legal fish include largemouth and smallmouth bass only.

     (C)  Contestants who obtain or use services if an agent in any manner to locate fish on tournament day will be  

            immediately disqualified and banned from weighing in any of their days catch.

     (D)  During the tournament day, each paired contestants’ fish shall tagged and kept separated until weigh-in is  

            concluded.

     (E)  At NO time shall any contestant have more than the legal limit or cull dead fish. Having more than the legal limit of 

            fish will result in having the largest fish culled first by the TD.

     (F)  A penalty of eight (8) ounces will be deducted for each and any dead bass weighed in from its total weight.

     (G)  Ties in total weight shall be determined by the weight of the largest fish in the bag. Therefore, every member must   

            weigh in a lunker for record.
     (H)  The weigh-in area is off limits to non-tournament officials and all other contestants but those whose fish are 

            presently at the scales. 
      (I)  Once the days catch is turned over to the Tournament Officials at the scales they are only to be handled by  

           Tournament Officials.

      (J)  State laws supersede all GB bass lengths or number of fish per limit.

             1. No fish shall be weighed in and/or counted towards the days catch if it is less than twelve (12) inches in length     

                 as measured at the weigh-in station. Fish are to be measured: From the tip of the snout (mouth closed) to the   

                 end of the tail (Tail lobes pressed together) with the fish laid flat.

             2. Only one (1) courtesy check per contestant will be made by the Weigh Master. Thereafter, any fish presented 

                 for weigh-in which fail to measure 12 inches shall accrue a penalty of eight (8) ounces per fish.

             3. Any fish that is mangled in any way will be measured and weighed in only at the discretion of the TD.

14. TOURNAMENT POINTS:

       Points accrued during the regular GB Points tournaments, as the total weight caught, will be scored as Pound 

       and Ounces, including the Show-Up Point. All contestants must weigh-in or they will not receive credit for being in  

       attendance at the tournament. Each member will be given one (1) pound for each tournament attended regardless of 
       the days catch. Under NO circumstances shall this show-up point be revoked as a penalty, UNLESS the TD sees to 

       use his discretionary authority as to official disqualifications, and revokes the show-up point.
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15. TACKLE AND EQUIPMENT:

       (A)  Only artificial lures may be used. No live or prepared bait will be permitted with the exception of pork or pork-type 

              strips, rinds, etc.

       (B)  Only casting, spinning, or spin cast reels and rods may be used.

       (C)  Only one (1) rod may be used at any time. Other rigged rods may be present, but only one (1) may be in use at  

              any time. If any lure is caught it must be retrieved or broken off before another rigged rod may be used by a 

              contestant.

       (D)  No rod over the length of eight (8) feet will be allowed.

       (E)  Electronic depth finders, thermometers, oxygen gauges, ph meters and water clarity devices are permitted.

       (F)  Hand held nets are allowed to land legally hooked fish.


16. CARE AND DISPOSITION OF FISH:
       Contestants must exert all effort and caution regarding care and release of the fish they catch.
         (A)  It is the sole responsibility of each angler to keep, consume or dispose of all fish not kept alive.

         (B)  It is illegal to dispose of dead fish at the tournament site.

         (C)  A contestant shall be granted the right to keep a trophy fish for mounting purposes at the discretion of the TD,  

                and lose eight (8) ounces if the fish is still alive.

17. LATE PENALTIES:
      Contestants must be within seventy-five (75) yards and within the line of sight from the launch at the designated check  

      in time or shall be penalized one (1) pound per minute for each minute late.

18. PROTESTS AND GRIEVANCES:

       (A) Protests: A contestant wishing to protest his partner or other angler MUST do so in writing and deliver it to the TD  

            at the tournament site up until ten (10) minutes after tournament scales officially close. Partners not reporting a  

            violation shall face the same punishment as their partner. A verbal report to the TD is not considered an official 

            protest, however, a verbal report may result in the same punishments or actions as an official protest as deemed  

            necessary by the TD.

      (B) Grievances: Grievances has no time limit, but MUST be made in writing and delivered to the GB BOD in order for  

            the grievance to be addressed. The GB Board of Directors decision in these matters are final.

19. PERMITTED FISHING LOCATIONS:

      There are no off-limits as a rule, unless verbally specified to all contestants by the TD on site prior to launch.

     (A)  Fishing on tournament day will be permitted everywhere except within twenty-five (25) yards of another  

            competitors anchored boat. (Defined: Anchored Boat- Having the trolling motor out of the water and being held in one place 
               by use of an anchoring system.) 

     (B)  Contestants must not depart the boat to land a fish.

     (C)  Tournament boats must not leave the water or be out on the trailer during tournament hours, except for safety or  

            emergency situations deemed appropriate by the TD. 

     (D)  Fishing is prohibited in any areas where you are asked by a State Official or Law Officer of the State to leave.

20. SAFETY:

     (A)  All contestants MUST wear a Coast Guard approved life vest ANYTIME the gas motor is running. This vest MUST  

            be secured properly while contestants are in transit or an automatic disqualification will result.

     (B)  All boats must be equipped with a kill switch system for the gas motor, and the operator must utilize it during  

            transit.

     (C)  No-Wake zones require the boater to proceed without white water developing from the boat and a wake no more  

            than three (3) inches in height. 

     (D)  All boat owners are to operate, or insure the operation of their boats in a safe manner at all times, and abide by all 

            local, State and Federal laws.
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21. SPORTSMANSHIP:

     Sportsmanship, courtesy, safety and conservation of natural resources are expected from all contestants.

     Any infraction of these fundamental sporting principles will be deemed cause for disciplinary action.

     Any violation of these rules will be cause for disciplinary action to be decided and taken by the GB BOD.

22. ALCOHOL AND DRUGS:

     NO alcohol or drugs of any kind shall be allowed in the possession of any contestant during the tournament fishing  

     hours or at club meetings. Disorderly conduct or use of drugs at any club function or while wearing GB colors or 

     insignias will not be tolerated, and a first offense will result in a one hundred ($100) dollar fine. A second offense will 

     result in an immediate termination of GB membership and / or benefits of such.                                                                       

23. RULE DECISIONS:

     The interpretation of these rules or the selection of tournament sites and dates shall be at the discretion of the TD.  

     These rules and regulations are subject to amendment at any time by the TD and made final by the GB Board of  

     Directors. Any changes will be made known to all contestants prior to the tournament in writing or verbally to all  

     contestants.

24. BREAKDOWNS:
   In the event of a mechanical breakdown, one (1) angler may return with both contestants catch.
     The following criteria must be met:
     (A) Contestant must return in another contestants boat.

     (B) Catches must be kept separated.

     (C) Contestant must return, and their catch weighed in, both on time.
     (D) Contestant must notify the TD if the circumstances before weigh-in is permitted.

25. ETHICAL TOURNAMENT ANGLING AND CONDUCT:

    It is the sole responsibility of all anglers in the tournament to practice Ethical Angling.

       At all times an Ethical Angler: 

     (A)  Protects and preserves the environment.

     (B)  Does not pollute or disturb the natural order or balance of the lake or river while fishing.

     (C)  Respects other anglers rights, including those who are not contestants.

     (D)  Is courteous at all times, especially as a guest on another States’ waters.

     (E)  Practices catch and release as well as careful fish handling.

     (F)  Practices safe boating and observes all fishing and boating laws.
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